
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in Cabinet Room, Pathfinder House, St. Mary's 
Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3TN on Monday, 21 March 2005. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillors P L E Bucknell, P G Mitchell, 

C J Stephens and G S E Thorpe. 
   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of D B Dew. 
   
 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor P G Mitchell be elected Chairman of the Sub 

Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor D B Dew be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Sub Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION TO PROCEDURE   
 
 Before proceeding to discuss the two Tree Preservation Orders on 

the agenda and having been introduced to Mr B Ogden, Tree and 
Landscape Officer, Members were acquainted with the procedures 
associated with the making of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). It 
was explained that a local authority was able to protect trees under 
threat from potential development or change of owner where the tree 
was considered to have an amenity value to the community when 
viewed from a public vantage point.  Officers would be required to 
undertake an appraisal of a tree using an amenity evaluation check 
list and have regard to a DETR publication entitled “Tree Preservation 
Orders – A Guide to Law and Good Practice”.   Objections received to 
proposed TPOs would be required to be considered by the Sub 
Group during a 28 day period.  To assist their understanding of the 
process, Members requested that a copy of an amenity evaluation 
check list be sent to them for information and that for future meetings 
a location plan and post code be included as part of the Officer’s 
report to the meeting 
 

4. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/154:  1 
BRAMLEY CLOSE, OFFORD D'ARCY   

 
 Members considered a report by the Planning Policy Manager (a copy 

of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to the making of a Tree Preservation Order to protect a 
mature elm in the rear garden of a residential property at 1 Bramley 
Close, Offord D’Arcy. 



 
The Sub Group were informed that the principal concern of the owner 
related to the damage which might be caused to the structure and 
value of his property by the tree and the responsibility which would be 
placed on him to maintain it as a result of the TPO.  In response, 
Members were advised that irrespectively, an owner of land on which 
a tree was located remained responsible for its maintenance despite 
a TPO being placed on it by a local planning authority.  Any work 
undertaken to the tree subsequent to the TPO would, however, 
require to be supported by evidence submitted by structural or 
arboricultural engineers.  Should the local planning authority refuse 
consent for work to be undertaken to a tree, the Authority might be 
liable for compensation should any loss or damage result.  
 
In response to questions, the Sub-Group noted that it would be 
unusual practice to refuse a consent to tree works if that which was 
proposed was in the interests of the tree and being undertaken in a 
professional manner.   
 
Having concluded that the elm made a contribution to the amenity of 
the area, the Sub Group  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/154 relating to a mature 

elm at 1 Bramley Close, Offord D’Arcy be confirmed. 
 

5. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/146:  3 
ABBOTS CLOSE, HEMINGFORD ABBOTS   

 
 A report by the Planning Policy Manager was submitted (a copy of 

which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to a Tree Preservation Order made to protect two oaks in the 
rear garden of No.3 Abbots Close, Hemingford Abbots. 
 
In response to objections received, the Tree and Landscape Officer 
confirmed that there was no satisfactory evidence to suggest that the 
larger of the two trees posed a risk to the structural integrity of the 
bungalow on site.  Members noted, however, that should it be proven, 
with the benefit of acceptable evidence, in a subsequent report that 
the tree could contribute to damage to the dwelling, the local planning 
authority could enforce the planting of a replacement tree.  The Sub 
Group also were of the opinion that the location of the trees on site 
were not a disincentive to potential purchasers of the property.  
Therefore, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/146 relating to two oak 

trees at No.3 Abbots Close, Hemingford Abbots be 
confirmed. 

 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


